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- 7ft. MA IU NG DATE of tNs "J""^^ 

All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS . (OF ^^.^^Ji^^i, be mailed in due course. THIS 

<5£ ^{SoTby the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . B This communication is responsive to the amendment filed on 04 November 2004 . 

2. K The allowed claim(s) 1,3-5,8-14 and 19-30. 

3. E The drawings filed on 06 March 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-{d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

o n Certified coDies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: 

.. , , -piippp months FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 

ft n CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examinees Amendment / Comment or in the Office act,on of 



Attachment(s) 

1. □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other - 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 



1. Claims 1, 3-5, 8-14 and 19-30 are allowed. 

2. The prior art does not teach or fairly suggest an image sensor comprising a sensor array that 
outputs signals representing one or more images according to claims 1,12 and 24 comprising 
a multiplexer having a select input, first and second data inputs, and a data output; applying 
contents of the threshold memory to the select input; applied contents of the first and second 
buffers each to a different one of the first and the second data inputs of the multiplexer; 
controlling with the threshold memory the multiplexer to select the new data from the second 
buffer if the predetermined threshold is exceeded; controlling with the threshold memory the 
multiplexer to select the data read out of a row of the data memory data from the second 
buffer if the predetermined threshold is not exceeded; and providing a data output of the 
multiplexer which comprises an updated row of memory in which only values in those 
locations in the row that are to be updated have been changed. 



Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Lin Ye whose telephone number is (703) 305-3250. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00AM-5:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's acting 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on (703) 305-4725. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 




Lin Ye 

March 2, 2005 



